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Mith hes Judgment ye FOR ye all be Judged 
Mat. vii. 2. 


Thou art incucuſable, O Man, whoever thiu art that 
judgeſt : for wherein thou judgeſi another, thou con- 
demneſt thyſelf; for thau that idle 158 the fame 
Tags” Rom, ji, 1. 
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FRIENDLY CAUTION, G. 


N UDGE nt that ye be not judged (a); 
$ 7 Þ N ſays our bleſſed Lord in his Sermon on 
XK the Mount. And there is not a more 
. diſtinguiſhing mark of real Chriſtianity _ 
than the obſervance of this command, nor a more 

evident proof of a reprobate mind than where no re- 
eard is paid to it. Let a man make what preten- 
ſions he will to Religion, let him fancy himſelf poſ- 
ſeſſed of a ſanctity as far above his Neighbours as he 
pleaſes, yet if at the ſame time he harbours in his 
breaſt a ſpirit of uncharitableneſs, and vents this 


ſpirit in raſh judgment upon others, arrogantly and 


preſumptuoully taking upon him the office of the 
ſearcher of hearts, that man's Renten is vain; : le 


(a) Mat, vi vii. 1. | 


ta) 


is deceiving his own Soul, and would do well to 
conſider whether he himſelf is not in danger of thoſe 


anathemas, which he is fo N deſtowing upon 
others, 


This being vremiſed, it will be proper to exa- 


mine ( according to the import of Scripture) where- 
in candid and charitable judging conſiſts, as alſo 
what is meant by its oppoſite, raſh and uncharitable 
Judging. 

That charity then, or love, (for ſo the word in 
the original ſignifies) which St. Paul tells us Ho- 


peth all things, is kind, and thinketh no evil (b), is 
a truly humbling grace; and as it always makes a 


man think lowly of himſelf, fo it will always put a 
favourable conſtruction where the nature of the caſe 
will allow it; particularly as it regards the ſpiritual 


fate of others, charity is always inclinable to hope 


and think the beſt, and will ever be ready 15 
coder the multitude of Sins (o), (i. e.) to make 
allowances for manifold failings and imperfections, 
and to draw over them the veil of love, knowing 


that ſuch may be, and frequently are found, Ee 


nevertheleſs there may be a ſincere heart at the bot- 
tom. — Nor will Charity confine this kind, loving, 


diſpoſition to any Sect or Party, but is as extenſive 


as the Faſt from the Weſt, doing good unto all, 
cnemies as well as friends, both to the Soul and to 
| the 
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the Body, but eſpecially to the former, as infinitely 


the more valuable.—And as it envieth not, neither 
rejoiceth in iniquity, but in the truth d), ſo wherever it 
diſcovers the genuine marks of truth, grace, and 
goodneſs, it is always ready to acknowledge and 
love them; and is as unwilling to offer the leaft in- 
jury, as it is diſpoſed with all patience and long- ſuf- 


fering to overlook and pardon the get. 


The contrary of this temper conſiſts in unkind». 
neſs, bigotry, envyings, and evil ſurmiſings ; and 
will diſcover itſelf by taking words and actions in 


the worſt light where a more favourable inter- 


pretation may be put upon them.—By ſeeking han- 
dle to carp or find fault, — By condemning people 
unheard, or eagerly liſtening to the world's preju- 
dices againſt them. N TN 8 . 

An uncharitable temper ſhews itſelf in a ſtill 


higher degree, when it takes occaſion of rejoicing 


in or aggravating the ſlips and infirmities of others, 
eſpecially thoſe that are religious, and when it is 


more unwilling to hear what may be offered in vin- 


dication of them, than of ſuch as have no religion 
at all; pronouncing all that ſhew an hearty zeal for 
God to be Enthuſiaſts or Hypoerites, on account of 


the forged or real faults and imprudencies of ſome. 


But the very worſt degree of uncharitableneſs is 


when perſons take a pleaſure to pick faults in others; 


1 and 
(4) 1 Copyxiu, 4, 6. 
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and overlook all their graces from a ſecret conſci- 
ouſneſs of their higher piety, that thereby they may 
Jet the world againſt them, or quiet their conſci- 
ences by endeavouring to bring them down to their 
own level; and whilſt they will not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be judged by the conſtant courſe of their 
lives, ſcruple not to fit in judgment upon a ſincere 
Chriſtian for any one particular failing they can lay 
hold on. — Such a ee as is, is truly dia- 
bolical. 

Having laid before you ſome of the Scripture- 
characteriſtics of true evangelical charity, (extracted 
chiefly, as the Reader will eaſily perceive, from the 
13th Chapter of St. Paul's iſt Epiſtle to the Corinth» 
ans, ) and of it's oppoſite temper, Uncharitableneſs, or 
rafh judgment; you may ſee what exceeding falſe 
and deluſive notions the world in general are too apt 
to form of charity, as oppoſite from what it really 
is, as light i is oppoſite from darkneſs, frequently 
condemning thoſe as uncharitable who have the only 
true Charity deſcribed in the word of God, and cal- 
ling thoſe Charitable who are deſtitute of every {park . 
ol that divine grace. 
For inſtance, ſome abſurdly confine the idea of 
charity wholly to Alms- giving, which indeed is a 
branch of it, when accompanied with the before- 
mentioned marks, and when done from the princi- 
ple of faith Working * love (2); but when it pr I 

2, rom 


8 Gal. v. 4 


4 
from any other motive, and is not attended with 
humility, meekneſs, long - ſuffering, love for ſouls, 


Kc. it is ſo far from being that charity deſcribed in 


the Goſpel, that % a man ſhould give all his goods to 


feed the poor, and even his body to be burned, it would 


profit him nothing, he would be but as founding braſs 
and a tinkling cymbal (f). Yet any one would be 
looked upon as exceedingly Uncharitable that ſhould 
call in queſtion the ſafety of a perſon's ſtate who was 
thus liberal in Alms-giving, even tho' in other re- 
ſpects he was walking after the courſe of this world, 
and not after Chrift (g). 

Again, thoſe paſs for very charitable people i in the 
world's account who take it for granted that almoſt 
every body, (eſpecially in a Chriſtian Country) goes 
to heaven; and when they hear of the death of any 


of their carat acquaintance bring out ſome ſuch 


expreſſions as theſe; Ah poor man, to be lure he 


4 has ſhortened his days by drinking, and he loved 
„his bottle to the laſt; but he was a conſtant 


« Church-man, had a great many good qualities, 
« was ſtrictly honeſt between man and mn, and 


e was 3 nobody's enemy but his own, * there- 


"6 e ee fore 


(f) 1 Cor. xiii, 3. 1. (g) Eph. ii. 2. 
It has been remark'd by a pious Author, that to ſay a wicked 
man is nobody's enemy but his own, is juſt as abſurd as if we were 
to affirm, that a good man is nobody's friend but his own; and if we 
conſider the pernicious influence of - bad example, we cannot but ad- 
mit the truth of his obſeꝛvation. | | 


« 8 E 

« fore God forbid that I ſhou'd be ſo uncharitabk 
& as to doubt of his happineſs.” | 
Another perhaps (let us ſuppoſe a Lady) is long 

_ confined by a complication of diſtempers, and du- 
ring the whole courſe of her illneſs ſhews no ſenſe 
at all of her loſt eſtate by nature, no hungrings and 
thirſtings after Chriſt,, and no deſire to converſe. 
with choſe about her on the Affairs of her Soul 
but on the contrary, makes her ſick- bed attendants 
tell her all the news of the Neizhbourhood, read to 
her books of plays and novels, or at beſt of hiſtory, 
and mutt have parties at cards every day to amuſe her, 
till ſhe grows ſo bad.as to be utterly unfit either for 
her "Oh 8 cards, or tittle tattle, when perhaps the 
Pariſh Miniſter is ſent for, who reads over the viſi- 
tation of the ſick, and gives her the Sacrament, and 
then the poor creature languiſhes for a * or two 
and dies. 
Now what is the ul language upon ſuch oc- 
ions ? Why © poor woman, tis happy for her 

„ ſhe is releas'd, ſhe died very reſign'd, and is gone 
& to a better world.“ Reader, I ſay, didſt thou ne- 
ver hear ſuch horrible ſpeeches as theſe upon ſuch oc- 
eaſions? and yet this is what the world calls cHaRi- 
TABLE JUDGING, —But certain it is thai whoever 
preſumes to adopt ſuch language, (whatever he may = 
think of the matter) has but juſt Charity enough to ö 
make God a Liar, and all the threatnings of his 
word to be nothing but mere bluſter. 
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ample, The ſcripture ſays that he that believeth 


not ſhall be damned (k), that except ye repent ye ſhall 


all periſh (I), that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 


Lord (m), that if any man hath not the ſpirit of Chrift 
he is none of his (n), that he who committeth fin is of 


the Devil (o), and that no Drunkard, c. ſhall in- 


herit the Kingdom of G (p). — But you hear of 
people dying in a State of ſin and inſenſibility, con- 
ſequently without true faith, repentance or holineſs, 
and yet on account of ſome fancied excellenci?s in 
them ſay, 5 you doubt not of their happineſs,” —— 
Now what is this but to make the word of God of 
none effect, and openly to declare your diſſent 


from it. 


Moreover God's word declares, that many are cal- 


led but few choſen (h), that wide is the gate and broad is 
the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many there be 


which go in thereat, becauſe trait is the gate aud nar- 
raw 15 the way which leadeth unta li ife, and few there be 
that find it (i). —— But you ſay it is uncharitabie to 


affirm that =o will damn the greateſt part of his 


Creatures, and wori't believe any ſuch thing.- 


Here then you ſee you ſet up a Judgment in direct 
oppoſition to what Chriſt himſelf has declared, and 


charge his expreſſions with uncharitableneſs. 


Again 
(b) Mat. xx, 16, | | G Mat, vii, 135 14. 
(k) Mark xvi, 16. een 4. -- 
Im) Heb. xii, 14. Is) Rom. viii. g, 


(o/ 1 John iii. 8, | 2 [k) 1 Cor. vi. 10. 
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Again they are looked upon as very charitable 
Judgers (tho their charity may be compared to that 
of a man who whilſt his brother is lying in a ditch 
paſſes by on the other fide) who initead of endeayou- 
ring to promote the Salvation of their Ne:ghbours, 
ſay © they wou'd not for the world ſuppoſe wy. of 
e their Souls to be in a fate of dam uation,” 
Whereas whoever. has ſo much real charity as to be 


_ deſirous of ſaving the ſouls of his fellow creatures, 


and will not cry peace peace to thoſe who have the 


form of Godlineſs without the prwer (q), muſt expect 


to have the charge of wncharitableneſs, (and if he be 
a Miniſter, of preaching damnation,) thrown out 
againſt him; as if charitable judoing conſiſted in 
putting out ones eyes, and ſetting up our own 
fancies in flat contradiction to the oracles of truth. 


Tis true, we are not raſhly to determine what | 


will be the final condition of any man living, for 
however deſtitute a perſon may at one time be of 


every appearance of grace, we know that the Al- 


mighty Spirit of Gud is able to effect a ſaving 


change vpon him before he dies. Vet we may be 


et that if this change is not wrought upon him 
in this life, if be 75 not bir again of % ſpirit (r), 


made partaker ef a divine nature (s), and become a new 


creature in Chriſt Jeſus (t), (and whether he is or is 
not, may well be known by obſerving what fruits 
2re Piguet in. ene and d converſation, according 
N 
(a). 2 Tim. . Fo -, {8} Joon i. . | 

($) 2 Pet. i. 4. lt, 2 Cor. v. 17. 
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at N to what our Lord ſays, by their Fruits ye Hall znoto 
h Them) (u), I ſay if this is not done, we may be as 


ble j 


— 1 fully aſſured that ſuch an one muſt periſh everlaſting- 
, ; ly, as that God himſelf is true, or that there is a hell 
— 7 and heaven for the righteous and the wicked. 
5 To conclude. The Scripture, (our only ſafe Guide,) 
4 . | 99 8 

> : having commanded us to try the ſpirits whether they 
„ are of God (w), and having given us infallible rules for 
; this purpoſe, by laying before us the diſtinguiſhing 


marks and characteriftics of the children of God, and 
of the children of this world; the higheſt degree of 
uncharitableneſs we can poſſiblybe guilty of is, when 
on the one hand we flatter with falſe hopes thoſe in 
whom the ſcripture marks of a Chriſtian art not to 
F be found; and on the other hand condemn as Hypo- 
' _ crites,and /h1ot out bitter words, againſt ſuch as (not- 
withſtanding many failings) do ſtill manifeſt them- 
| ſelves zo be born of God, (x) and to have overcome the 


8 world 00. 
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(u) Mat. vii, 16. (w) John iv. 1, 
(x) 1 John iii. 9. (y) x John v. 4 
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